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Responsibility for children during and after training sessions
· During training the child remains the responsibility, under the duty of care, of the person coaching/teaching on behalf of the club.

· If the swimmer leaves the pool area during this time the coach/teacher should be aware of this. If he/she fails to return in a reasonable time or appears upset on leaving poolside the coach/teacher should request an appropriate person ensure they are ok. It is best practice for two people to look for a swimmer in this instance.

· If a complaint is received about an incident between a swimmer and another person in the changing area the club has a duty to act upon that concern and investigate appropriately. If the incident involves a person not associated with the club, the pool manager should be notified and consideration should be made as to whether any statutory agencies need to be informed.

· Parents are responsible for their children within the changing rooms and centre. The club however has duty of reasonable care to swimmers; this extends to awareness that their junior swimmers have been collected. This is age appropriate.

· The club is not expected to search the changing area, but it does have a duty to act if concerned about non collection of a child. 

· Parents should be made aware that they must inform an appropriate person if they are delayed or unable to collect their child following a session. If failure to collect a child occurs frequently it must be referred to the welfare officer and may require discussion with the Independent Child Protection Officer at the ASA for advice. 
· If a parent fails to notify a suitable individual and the child is left at the centre for an unreasonable amount of time it may be viewed as failure to exercise parental responsibility and may require referral to social services or the police.
· Parents are also requested to notify a coach immediately of any medical condition, injury or health concerns that arise. It is also helpful to be made aware of situations which may affect the child’s performance and well being during a session. Any information will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

